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TOPIC 
LINCOLN’S GETTYSBURG ADDRESS:  RELEVANT FOR TODAY?

Entries due January 31, 2010
This is a non-partisan contest

Sponsored by the Yuba County Republican Party
(Full contest rules and an entry form can be found at our website:

www.yubacountyrepublicanparty.com)
Questions should be directed to
 Chairman@yubacountyrepublicanparty.com or call (530) 742-4900
                                   PUPOSE OF CONTEST
The purpose of this contest is to:

· Provide a forum for students in our community to express ideas

· Stimulate thought among students regarding our Nation’s 

           Past, Present and Future

· Stimulate independent thinking and consideration of differing viewpoints and ideas

· Reward students for contributions to our community and our Nation

· Encourage historical research and creativity

· Add value to the educational experience
	THE TOPIC

      LINCOLN’S GETTYSBURG ADDRESS:  RELEVANT FOR TODAY?

This topic is intended to provide the student with an open framework in which a limitless number of areas can be explored, questions posed and answered, approaches taken, assertions and conclusions reached.

No two essays will be the same; no two students will view the question in the same way.

The sponsors of this contest hope that the essays submitted will provide new insights, approaches and conclusions that will intrigue the reader and cause consideration of new thoughts and opinions.




CONTEST TIMELINE
         January 7, 2010:          Contest formally announced
         January 31, 2010:        Entries due by midnight
         February 1-3, 2010:     Essays rated by panel of judges
         February 6, 2010:        Top three winners notified
         February 13, 2010:      Top three winners read their essays at
                                                            Lincoln Day Dinner in Marysville
CONTEST RULES 

· The contest is open to all high school level Juniors and Seniors who reside in Yuba County and are currently enrolled at a public, private, charter or home school
· Limit one entry (essay) per student
· Essays should be no less than two pages and no more than five pages (8 ½ X 11, 12pt Font, double spaced)
· Content of essay should not indicate which school student attends

· No attachments or additional information is permitted beyond what is specifically requested:  A 2-5 page essay and completed entry form

· Essays are to be submitted by midnight on January 31, 2010.  Essays submitted after that time will not be considered

· Essays must be the work of the student submitting the essay.  

· Student status and authorship will be verified prior to awarding of prizes
· Handwritten essays are acceptable

ENTRY PROCEDURES 

To be officially entered in the contest, a student must submit a completed Entry Form (see last page) and one copy of their essay that complies with Contest Rules. NO LATER THAN 
Midnight January 31, 2010

Entries received after January 31, 2010 will not be considered

Submit Entry Form and Essay via e-mail to:

Chairman@yubacountyrepublicanparty.com
or call (530) 742-4900 for mailing instructions

HOW WINNERS ARE CHOSEN
RATING PROCESS AND PROCEDURES
· Three winning essays will be chosen from among all entries submitted by eligible students
· A panel of at least 3 and not more than 5 judges will independently rate all essays, using standardized rating sheets, before conferring to make the final decision regarding the three winners
· The judging process will be overseen and certified by a Human Resources Professional with expertise in Rating Criteria, Rating Processes and Procedures
· All essays will be identified by number only.  No judge will know the name or school of students submitting essays.
· All essays submitted are combined together prior to rating, not grouped by school

JUDGING CRITERIA

There is no “right or wrong” answer to the question posed by the topic.  Essays will be judged on the following criteria in three areas:
CONTENT:
· Approach to topic: assertions and conclusions indicate thoughtfulness, thoroughness, research, creativity, and individuality 

· Statements, assertions and conclusions are supported by sound reasoning, logic, and  use of  concrete examples 

· Content of essay adheres to the topic
MECHANICS:

· Organization of material

· Use of proper grammar, syntax, punctuation

· Ability to express ideas clearly in written form
· Adherence to contest instructions

OVERALL EFFECTIVENESS:
· Would the essay stimulate thought and discussion among readers?

· Does the essay reflect a cohesive effort?

· Are ideas presented with clarity, conciseness and persuasiveness?
PRIZES

     The top three winners:

· Receive cash prizes (1st place $300, 2nd place $200, 3rd place $100)

· Read their essays on February 13 at the Lincoln Day Dinner in Marysville, where they and their parents will be honored guests
Note:  All students submitting essays will receive a Certificate of Participation
                                                                                         ENTRY #__________

                                                                                            (Leave Blank)

2010 ESSAY CONTEST ENTRY FORM

This completed form must be submitted with your essay.  

NAME _________________________________________________

CURRENT LEVEL IN SCHOOL (Junior or Senior) ________________

EXPECTED GRADUATION DATE ________________

SCHOOL _______________________________________________

WHERE HEARD ABOUT CONTEST ____________________________

TELEPHONE NUMBER WHERE CAN BE REACHED ________________

E-MAIL ADDRESS ___________________________
PLEASE NOTE:

Student status and authorship will be verified prior to awarding prizes.  
By submission of this form you are agreeing to the stipulations of this contest, and verifying that you meet all requirements to participate in the contest, including that you are the author of the essay you submitted and that if chosen as a winner you will appear in person and read your essay at the Lincoln Day Dinner on February 13, 2010, 5:00PM-9:00PM at the Marysville Elks Lodge, 920 D St. 
E-MAIL THIS FORM AND YOUR ESSAY TO:  Chairman@yubacountyrepublicanparty.com
Entries may be mailed by calling (530) 742-4900 for instructions
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