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It’s a Classic!
	The printed word infiltrates every facet of our culture.  Authors from a multitude of various genres are constantly providing members of society with new insights, information, and ideas.  Books from every part of the world are translated so that other cultures may experience them. From cutting an intriguing article out of a local newspaper to bookmarking a favorite site on the World Wide Web, we store pieces of published communication that invoke all manner of emotions and reactions. But the pieces that have a special significance are those that stand the test of time. Classic pieces of literature are valued for their universal themes that human beings from various generations and backgrounds can at least grasp, if not easily relate to. The timelessness and depth of a classic gain it a special, relatively eternal spot in the heart of a culture. But aged stories aren’t the only subjects to gain this status.  On rare occasions, the spoken word becomes just as timeless as the most beloved classic. November 19th, 1863, was one such occasion (Basler). That was the day that one of our greatest Presidents delivered his finest speech. 
In American education, Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address is studied by multiple ages and academic levels. Nearly 150 years after its delivery, Lincoln’s succinct speech continues to grace text book pages and classroom walls, presenting its message to students across the country. The very fact that it has managed to perpetually maintain educational significance implies that it speaks to us on some deeper level. While various other historical speeches have been reduced to relative obscurity, being filed away and only ever studied by the most dedicated of historians, the Gettysburg Address continues to be prevalent and, most certainly, relevant. The question remains, however, as to why it is relevant. What about this speech continues to speak to and inspire us?  It is the fact that President Lincoln’s eloquent words speak to us on multiple levels, addressing several aspects of the American heart in a few simple words.
	The first of these aspects is that of our nation’s relative youth (Godlich). The United States will be 234 years old this July. While that’s 147 years older than it was when the Gettysburg Address was delivered, it’s still no match in age for counterparts with wells thousands of years deep with rich history and culture from which to draw.  At a pivotal point in the United States’ history, Lincoln addressed the nation in a manner one might use with a young student that possesses great potential, but who must be inspired to persevere in order to reach it.  Similarly, our nation possesses great potential, having been “…conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.”  But all those fine ideas we were founded upon mean nothing if we lose the will to continue pursuing them. Lincoln recognized this, and gave his audience a clear sense of direction with the words, “It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us.” Our nation is still young. But as it ages, its citizens must maintain closeness to the infallible principles it was founded upon. The compromising of principles cannot be tolerated in matters of domestic and foreign policy. If we forget where we’ve come from and what we stand for, this great nation will surely fall. 
	Lincoln lived when there was more animosity among citizens in the U.S. than at any other time.  After the bloodiest battle of the Civil War, the president was faced with a daunting task—that of bringing a nation in turmoil back from the brink (Kelly). The manner in which he accomplished this has continued to bring out country hope, even in its darkest moments. He addressed the nation’s state at that time simply, and without condemnation. “Now we are engaged in a civil war, testing whether (a free nation) can long endure.” So much bloodshed was clear enough evidence that something had to change. Lincoln didn’t scold the South, or exude an “I told you so” aura.  The situation was incredibly tragic, and the President used careful words to address it seriously, but gently. This demeanor is applicable and necessary in today’s world. For now we are engaged in wars on two fronts, and this attitude toward the necessary evils of battle must be maintained. It is right that we should honor those who have paid the ultimate price for our country and its citizens. But we cannot allow their deaths to be in vain. That leads to the most important part of this historical speech: the call to action. 
	America has earned the optimistic title of the “Land of Opportunity.” Frankly, we’re a collection of go-getters. No matter where a person comes from or what his past looks like, we believe he should be able to find a fresh start, using human creativity and ambition to build a better life. Lincoln spoke to this aspect of the American Spirit with these few words: “…that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom…”  We believe in putting the past behind us and moving forward with optimism, passion, and a solid work ethic while remaining true to the principles upon which this nation was founded. Thus, Lincoln’s valuable words continue to inspire us that no matter what happens, we won’t dwell on our mistakes of the past. Instead, we’ll learn from them and resolve that they will never be repeated. We’ll start again, creating a better, brighter future. We’ll press on with our mission of freedom, taking honorable pride in the fact that what we stand for is good and true. As we turn a new page in history, we’ll cling to Lincoln’s potent words and weather the coming storms, standing the test of time and becoming a classic in our own right. And surely, “…government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.”
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