Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address; relevant for today?
  Entry B
Entrant – Jordan Law

On November 19, 1863, Abraham Lincoln gave a speech. A speech known as “The Gettysburg Address”, He recited it on a burial ground dedicated to the 51,000 Union and Confederate soldiers that had died during the Battle of Gettysburg. A speech that he said, “the world will little note, nor long remember”. Only time would tell that Abraham Lincoln, was very wrong. We have remembered for nearly one hundred fifty years now, and each child in the U.S. learns about President Lincoln’s speech in history class.  His speech has become superior to the battle of which he spoke. Is this speech relevant for today? I believe it is in many ways.

Lincoln began his speech with, “"Fourscore and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent a new nation, conceived in liberty and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.”  He meant that our fore fathers fought to birth a nation made of freedom and equality. Just as our fore fathers fought to birth a country with freedom and equality, our Confederates and our Union soldiers fought to preserve freedom and equality.  

President Lincoln said, “We have come to dedicate a portion of that field as a final resting-place for those who here gave their lives that our nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this. But in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we cannot hallow this ground. The brave men, living and dead who struggled here have consecrated it far above our poor power to add or detract.” The valiant men did hallow and conceive this ground. Today, we also have men fighting for freedom. Will the fighting end, or will we always have someone trying to take away our freedom? They dedicated this land to freedom and equality, with their lives. They believed in America, and they died for it. 

Lincoln said, “It is for us the living rather to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us--that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion.” He wanted every American to dedicate themselves to the ideal these noble men died trying to save. Have we accomplished the purpose they died pursuing? We have made all men equal in our country, but was that the only thing he was talking about? No, he also spoke of freedom. 

What have we done to honor their deaths? Have we given them the greatest honor which they fought for, freedom? Have we given them the honor of equality?  Equality has been achieved. Slavery came to an end in 1865 with the 13th amendment being ratified. Our schools now have all ethnicities. Your job is not partial to your skin color, but your ability.  In 
[bookmark: Am1]1955 African Americans had to sit in a certain part of the bus, use different bathrooms, and attend different schools. Now, there is no segregation. What about freedom? Amendment 1 - Freedom of Religion says, “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.” According to the 1st Amendment it seems we are free.  A high school student, Christopher Bowler was forced to remove a poster he put up to advertise the schools conservative club. The administrators believed a web address on the poster “would be harmful to students”. Bowler is currently filing a law suit against the school. That is our freedom of speech, being taken away. Is it possible our minds have been trained to follow only laws? Have they been bound up by laws saying we are free, and since it’s a law we believe it’s true? I believe so. The government has trained us to believe in laws so much, they are slowly taking away our freedom, but we believe we are still free, because that’s what the amendment says.

	Abraham Lincoln said, “that this nation under God shall have a new birth of freedom, and that government of the people, by the people, for the people shall not perish from the earth."  We let the government dictate what we can and can’t say. We let the government dictate when our kids go to school and how long they do so. We let the government dictate when we can use our “freedom of speech” and when we can’t.  We let the government dictate when it’s appropriate to say “Merry Christmas”, and when our kids can talk about their beliefs in school. Also the government, “of the people, by the people, for the people” is trying to override the people. In 2000 California voted in favor of proposition 22, prohibiting the state to recognizing same sex marriage. In 2008 California once again voted in favor of proposition 8, which was exactly the same as proposition 22.  Now the government may have California vote on gay marriage once again, in 2010. They are really taking to heart, “if at first you don’t succeed, try try again”. Is our government really of the people by the people and for the people or is it of the politicians, by the politicians, for the politicians.  This is a free country? This is the freedom that all the soldiers died for? This is how we repaid them? I believe we have been influenced by our government too much. We need to take to heart what Abraham Lincoln said, and put his words into actions. We the people need to influence the government, not the other way around. We should not give into others beliefs, but stand up for our own.

Most of the soldiers in the Civil War had not been drafted, they signed up so they could defend their beliefs. Our brave soldiers died in the 1800’s and they do it now. Ground all over America has been sanctified with the blood and sweat from soldiers fighting. Millions of U.S. soldiers have died for America to be free. The only difference from then to now is belief. Our soldiers still believe in freedom. Do we? We have become tolerant.  We show respect to opinions and beliefs of others, but we don’t take a stand for our own. We look to our government and leaders and accept their beliefs. The men in the Battle of Gettysburg had a vision for America. That vision gave pain a purpose. They had faith that through their actions and the actions of many others, their vision would become a reality. So, they died for it, believing that their sons and grandsons would one day make it happen. I believe as Abraham Lincoln said, “this nation under God shall have a new birth of freedom”. But someone has to birth it.  Franklin D. Roosevelt once said, “In the truest sense, freedom cannot be bestowed, it must be achieved”. We need to be willing to lay down our lives and be the activists for this freedom movement. God has founded this country and brought different people groups from all around the globe together, to show the world equality and freedom. I believe that and I will die for that.  What do you believe? Would you die to make your vision for America come true? Or would you stand on the sidelines and watch others give their lives.  So, we look back on the Gettysburg Address and realize that it is just as relevant today as it was almost one hundred fifty years ago.  It inspires us to also live and die for freedom.







