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Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address:  Relevant for today?


        Former President Abraham Lincoln's Gettysburg Address is extremely relevant in

today's society. In his address, the Civil War was portrayed as America's continuing

struggle for independence as Americans established a nation of the people. The

beginning of Lincoln's address, which stated that " ... our fathers brought forth on this

continent, a new nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all

men are created equal" still reigns true. Are we, as men and women, as minorities and

majorities, truly considered equal in today's society? Even today, we still fight a battle of

equality.

        When the Union and the Confederate armies collided after Robert E. Lee began

the invasion of the North, the three day battle resulted in massive casualties. The bodies

that piled about the ground served as a motif which deserves to be honored. It symbolized

the willpower of America's people to fight for their beliefs. The motif symbolized the

urge for change. Lincoln's speech honored the strive for change. He made mention that

what was said there would not be long remembered. Just one century, though, after the

Battle of Gettysburg, Martin Luther King Jr. delivered his "I have a dream" speech. King

promised that the struggle for equality would continue until ''justice rolls down like

waters and righteousness like a mighty stream".

        When Lincoln says, "We have come to dedicate that field, as a final resting place

for those who gave their lives, that the Nation might live", he foreshadows what was to

come in the 1950's and 1960's, which was the fight for Civil rights. So many risked and

gave their lives just so we could be equal; not for more power over another place, person,


or group of people. The fight was to ensure that, not only African Americans, but all

minorities alike could be considered equal, not just three-fifths of a person. So many

events have happened since Lincoln's speech at Gettysburg. Right before the Address

was the issuing of the Emancipation Proclamation, which sparked the ratification for the

thirteenth Amendment. In 1865, the first predominantly Black college, Atlanta University

(more commonly known today as Clark Atlanta), was founded which aided the

foundation of, and affiliation, with Spellman and Morehouse colleges. Then, in the 20th 

century we see cannon-blasts of expression for equality through the Black Panthers, sit-

ins, boycotts, freedom rides, marches, and speeches by Civil Rights activists.

        Exactly forty five years after King's speech, then Democratic Presidential

Candidate Barack Obama delivered an astonishing speech at the Democratic National

Convention in Denver, Colorado. He spoke of having hope and faith; of believing in, and

then fighting for, the change that the Union soldiers fought for. He spoke of the same

change and advancements Civil Rights activists made. Many individuals fought for a

change like Mr. Myles Horton, a pioneer activist who taught nonviolence, Mrs. Coretta

Scott King, who took on the leadership of the struggle for racial equality herself after her

husband was assassinated and became active in the Women's Movement, and Ms. Lucy

Stone, a women's suffrage and voting rights leader. Currently President Obama rallies not

only for African American equality, but for the equality spoken of by our former

president. Today in society we, as Americans, are able to say that we have overcome the

barriers that held us back as a nation in the 19th and 20th Centuries. That same 

persistence is needed for the 21st Century, so that in a hundred years another young 




student can reflect back on the progress made and speak of the struggle for change and 

independence as Former President Lincoln, Doctor King, and President Obama did.




